
11Chapter 1: Sociology and the Study of Social Problems

IDENTIFYING THE GREATEST THREAT TO THE WORLD

In 2014, the Pew Research Center asked residents in 44 
countries what they perceived as the greatest threat to 
the world. According to the Center, “across the nations 
surveyed, opinions on which of the five dangers is the top 
threat to the world vary greatly by region and country, and 
in many places there is no clear consensus.” Results are 
grouped in six regions presented in Table 1.1.

Inequality was more likely to be identified by citizens 
of advanced economies. More than a quarter of surveyed 
Americans and a third of surveyed Europeans selected 
inequality as the greatest threat. The EU country with the 
highest level of concern was Spain (54%). Inequality was 

of less concern in the other reported world regions—the 
Middle East, Asia, Latin America, and Africa.

Note how AIDS and other diseases are of great 
concern to African residents (29%), but of lowest concern 
in the United States (7%) and Europe (5%). Religious and 
ethnic hatred was identified as the top threat to the world 
by citizens in Middle Eastern countries (34%). Nuclear 
weapons (26%) and pollution (25%) were the greatest 
threats for Latin American respondents.

Which of these do you think is the greatest threat to 
the world?

TAKING A WORLD VIEW

Table 1.1  2014 global threats by world region (median percentage saying each is a major threat to the world)

Item
Middle 

East Europe Asia
Latin 

America Africa U.S. 

Religious and 
ethnic hatred

34 15 13 9 24 24

Inequality 18 32 18 18 18 27

Pollution and 
environment

9 14 22 25 7 15

Nuclear 
weapons

20 19 21 26 22 23

AIDS and 
other diseases 

10 5 12 19 29 7

SOURCE: Pew Research Center 2014. 

500,000 individuals annually, making it the largest federal government program for 
those living with the disease.

Finally, Stage 4 begins when groups believe that they can no longer work within 
the established system. Advocates or activists are faced with two options: to radically 
change the existing system or to work outside the system. As an alternative to the 


